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errors was insincere and had merely been said
in order to save his life. Now that he had to die
anyhow he would confess that he was utterly
opposed to the Catholic system and the Papacy
and all the rest of it.
There was a great hubbub in the church,
in the midst of which the little old man, still
very vigorous though grown bald and nearly
blind (he was not far from seventy years of age),
ran through the rain with the congregation and
the street mob at his heels, came out by the
North Gate of the city and was clasped to the
stake, which stood in front of Balliol College.
As the smoke rose about him he was seen to
put out his right hand, as he had said he would,
putting it first into the fire as expiation for having
signed his recantations.1
There is an historical and moral point of some
importance connected with Cranmer's death*
Had the authorities a right to act as they did?
The answer would seem to be that technically
they had such a right but that by custom and
equity they had not. A heretic having once been
condemned for obstinate heresy and handed over
to the secular arm was from that moment subject
to execution. But it had nearly always and every-
where been admitted in practice that if, even
aThe story bas been queried because it was supposed to repose
upon nothing but the word of Foxe, who is quite unreliable.
But it is corroborated by contemporary testimony.